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pressed his opposition to such action and had suggested
that the procedure in injunction cases might be regulated
by requiring the judge to give due notice to the adverse
parties before granting the writ, such due notice to depend
upon the facts in the case. A bill somewhat along those lines
was introduced but failed of enactment. It was reintro-
duced in 1906, and the labor unions opposed it, demanding
the complete removal of the power to grant injunctions.
The members of the Executive Council of the American
Federation of Labor sought an interview with the Presi-
dent on March 21, 1906, and stated their views on the
subject. In his reply the President told them that if they
thought that the pending bill did not go far enough they
would have no earthly difficulty in killing it for the capi-
talists were against it. "Personally," he said, "I think the
proposed law a most admirable one, and I very sincerely
wish it could be put through. As for the right of injunc-
tion, it is absolutely necessary to have this power lodged
in the courts; though of course any abuse of the power is
strongly to be reprobated. During the four and a half years
that I have been President I do not remember an instance
where the G-overnment has invoked the right of injunction
against a combination of laborers. We have invoked it
certainly a score of times against combinations of capital;
I think possibly oftener. But understand me, gentlemen,
if ever I thought it necessary, if I thought a combination
of laborers were doing wrong, I would apply an injunction
against them just as quick as against so many capitalists."

In the spring of 1906 the President's attention was called
to conditions in the stock yards and meat packing-houses of
Chicago, which were reported to be very bad. He appointed
a special commission to investigate the matter and on June
4 he sent its report to Congress with a message in which
he said the conditions disclosed were "revolting" and "in
the interest of health and decency should be radically
changed." The report fairly startled the whole country, for
the revelations made were fitly characterized by the Presi-